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At the Meeting of the Authority

held on Friday 25th September 2009
Present :
Councillor Cluskey



Councillor Salter



Councillor Tattersall



Councillor Lonergan


Councillor Crowther



Councillor Harris


The Chairperson took this opportunity to inform Members of the death of Councillor Suzanne Moseley, who had served on the Authority, and a minutes silence was observed.
22.
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Moffatt and Gardiner.

23.
Minutes of the Authority Meeting held on 26th June 2009

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2009 be approved and signed as a correct record.
24.
Declarations of Interests by Members and Officers

There were no declarations of interest.
25.
Questions from Members under Procedural Rules 9

There were no questions submitted by Members under Procedural Rule 9.
26.
Questions from Members of the Public under Procedural Rules 10

There were no questions submitted by members of the public under Procedural Rule 10.

27.
Motions proposed by Members under Procedural Rule 15

There were no motions proposed by Members under Procedural Rule 15.

28. 
Audit Commission ISA 260

WDA/31/09
A report was submitted which presented the Audit Commission findings in relation to the audit of the Authority’s Accounts for 2008/09 and a Value for Money conclusion.  An amended Statement of Accounts was tabled at the meeting for Members’ consideration.

Councillor Crowther asked officers to ensure that in future, Members have sufficient time to view the Statement of Accounts before considering them on the day and asked that this request be duly noted. 

Resolved that:

1.
 the Auditor’s findings presented to Members be noted;
2.
the recommendations contained within the auditor’s report to strengthen the Authority’s financial and governance arrangements be noted and delegated powers of the Authority be granted to the Director to finalise the proposed action plan; 
3.
the Treasurer of the Authority sign the letter of representation attached at Appendix 2 to the report; and
4.
the amended Statement of Accounts 2008/09 tabled to Members be approved and signed by the Chairperson and the Treasurer on behalf of the Authority.
29.
Review of Procedural Rules

WDA/32/09
The Authority considered a report which proposed revisions to the Authority’s set of procedural rules following the annual review of the documents.

Resolved that:

1.
in addition to the amendments noted, Rule 9.2 of the Procedural Rules be amended to read, ‘No member shall give notice of more than two questions for any meeting,’  and

2.
all of the revisions to the Authority’s Procedural Rules, Financial Procedural Rules and Contractual Procedural Rules be approved and adopted with immediate effect.
30.
Risk Management Policy Statement and Strategy

WDA/31/09
A report was submitted which presented a new Risk Management Policy Statement and Strategy for Members consideration and approval.

1.
the revised Risk Management Policy Statement be approved; and
2.
the Risk Management Strategy be approved and delegated powers be granted to the Director to make any subsequent amendments to the strategy in so far as it continues to reflect the existing Risk Management Policy Statement.
31.
Equality and Diversity

WDA/30/09
The Authority considered a report which proposed an Equality and Diversity Policy in line with the Equality Framework for Local Government for Members consideration.


Resolved that the Equality and Diversity Policy attached at Appendix 1 to the report be approved.
32.
Exclusion of the Public

Resolved that the public be excluded from the meeting during


consideration of the following items for the reasons stated with the exception of the Authority’s auditor, Mike Thomas.



Minute
Reason (under the Local Government Act 1972)

33,34

Exempt information relating to the financial or 

35

business affairs of any particular person (Para 3



of Schedule 12A)

33.
Status Report on Resource Recovery Contract and Cost Risk Assessment of Alternative Solutions

WDA/36/09
A report was submitted advising Members of the current status of the Resource Recovery Contract (RRC) and the progress made in identifying the cost and risk implications of different potential outcomes.  

Resolved that:

1.
the report and progress to date be noted;
2.
upon confirmation from the City Region Cabinet, Members agree to submit to an independent  review of the procurement and site selection processes and that delegated powers of the Authority be granted to the Director, in consultation with the Chairperson, to agree the terms of such a review, but that Members’ desire to take a decision on the Resource Recovery Contract Procurement at a meeting of the Authority in November 2009, be noted; and
3.
the City Region Shadow Cabinet and the Director of the Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service (MEAS) be invited to a further Waste Summit prior to the next Authority meeting to consider reports by the senior waste and planning officers as to the outcome of the cost/risk assessments of alternative delivery scenarios.

34.
Huyton Replacement Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC)


WDA/35/09
In accordance with Procedural Rule 18(1), the Members did not consider this item until the notice of motion had been signed by as many Members as would constitute a quorum of the Authority.  The notice was duly signed by all Members present.

The report submitted updated Members on the progress of the acquisition of land at Huyton and requested that Members rescind the previous Authority resolution.  Members were asked to grant delegated powers of the Authority to the Director to negotiate the purchase of a site identified for a replacement HWRC at Huyton.

Resolved that:

1.
 the previous decision of the Authority recorded as Resolution 124 in the minutes of the Authority meeting held on 22nd May 2009 be rescinded; and

2.
delegated powers of the Authority be granted to the Director to negotiate the purchase of the site stated in the report including the payment of a deposit and the final acquisition cost, up to the maximum stated.
35.
Contract with Vertical Composting Unit (VCU) Europa Limited for the provision of the In-Vessel Composting Equipment

WDA/37/09
A report was submitted which advised Members of the current contractual position with VCU Europa Ltd for the provision of In-Vessel composting equipment at Bidston and Gillmoss Waste Management Sites and to sought approval to the granting of delegated powers to the Director in consultation with the Treasurer to reach a commercial resolution to the outstanding contractual dispute.
Resolved that delegated powers be granted to the Director, in consultation with the Treasurer, to reach a commercial resolution to the contractual dispute with VCU Europa Ltd in respect of the contracts entered into for the provision of In-vessel composting plant and equipment at Bidston and Gillmoss Waste Management Sites.
